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GENERAL  STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area 66,  082  acres 

Number  of  Parishes  12 

Rateable  Value  at  31.3.72  £386,759 

New  Penny  Rate  for  1971-72  £3,730 

Estimated  Number  of  Habitable  Dwellings  at  1.4.72  5,550 

Estimated  Mid-Year  Population 15,530 


MEMBERS  OF  COUNCIL 


Mrs.  F.M.  Tash  (Chairman) 

C.H.  Martin,  M.A.  (Vice-Chairman) 

A.  J.  Butcher 
H.  Crabb 
C.  B.  Darby 

E. W.  Edgley 
Mrs.  R.L.  Gill 

C. A.  Golding  (deceased  August  1972) 

J.H.  Handley 

F.  G.  Harrison 
J.W.  Hudson 

R.  N.  Morris 
W.  Saul 

W.  Smith 
H.  Tash 

D.  Ward 

S. R.  Ward 
V.  H.  Warren 

A. J.  White 

B. G.  Wright 

Mrs.  M.J.A.  Young 

(the  Full  Covmcil  sits  as  the  Public  Health  Committee) 


STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  B.W.  M.  Macartney,  B.A. , B.M.  , B.Ch., 

M.F.C.M.  , D.P.H. , D.C.H.,  D.  (Obst.). , 

R.C.O.  G. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  D.J.  Gwynn,  M.A.  P.  H.I. , Cert.  R.  S.  H. , 

and  P. H.I. E.B.  Inspector  of  Meat  and 
Other  Foods 


Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 


A.  P.  Shaw,  M.A.  P.  H.I.  , Dip.  P.  H.  I.  E.  B. 


Clerk/Typist 


Mrs.  M.  Main 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Ely  Rural  District  Council 


2 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


This  Report  for  1972  marks  the  end  of  an  era.  The  Public  Health  Act  1872 
brought  into  being  Urban  and  Rural  District  Coimcils,  designated  them  Sanitary 
Authorities  and  required  all  districts  to  appoint  a Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Local  Government  Act  1972  amalgamates  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  into 
County  Districts  and  makes  no  mention  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  who  disappears 
in  the  National  Health  Service  Act  1973. 

So  closes  a century  of  no  mean  achievement  - drinking  water  is  pure,  food  is  safe, 
housing  increasingly  improved  and  the  disposal  of  common  pollutants  increasingly  con- 
trolled. The  advances  have  been  costly  to  win  and  will  not  be  easy  to  maintain.  Indeed 
the  threat  from  pollutants  is  greater  today  than  ever  before  and  the  community  needs 
and  will  need  a strong  environmental  health  department  with  staff  who  are  not  only  highly 
skilled  technically  but  who  are  by  training  almost  intuitively  alert  to  potential  health 
hazarding  situations. 

At  this  late  stage  in  human  history  we  are  realising  that  the  natural  resources  of 
the  earth  are  not  inexhaustible  and  the  survival  of  man  will  at  least  partly  depend  on  a 
much  more  careful  stewardship  than  he  has  customarily  exercised  both  as  to  use  and 
abuse.  Strangely  in  an  age  which,  at  least  in  Western  Society,  largely  spurns  the 
freedom  of  discipline,  preferring  the  slavery  of  permissiveness,  it  can  be  increasingly 
clearly  seen  that  it  is  imwise  to  do  an3d;hing  on  the  grounds  that  it  has  not  been  shown 
to  be  hazardous,  and  altogether  necessary  to  do  only  that  which  has  been  shown  to  be 
safe.  The  road  to  advance  - indeed  to  survival  - will  be  costly.  It  always  has  been. 

I am  not  convinced  that  the  present  inevitable  preoccupation  with  reorganisation  is 
entirely  without  disadvantage.  Perhaps  it  is  but  the  morbid  fear  of  a nearly  extinct 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  that  while  we  are  all  learning  to  play  our  new  fiddles,  Rome 
may  bum.  The  value  of  any  machine,  administrative  or  otherwise,  is  not  so  much  in 
the  excellence  of  its  structure  as  in  the  nature  and  competence  of  the  work  that  it 
produces.  There  seems  to  me  to  be  a real  danger  in  the  new  National  Health  Service 
that  we  will  all  be  so  busy  passing  responsibility  and  accountability  upwards  and  down- 
wards that  we  will  have  little  time  to  seize  the  opportunities  to  improve  the  service  to 
commvinity  and  individual  which  is  allegedly  at  least  part  of  the  point  of  the  exercise. 

Those  with  administrative  aptitudes  will  find  in  the  new  machine  complexities  to 
challenge  their  greatest  powers.  Hopefully  they  will  not  be  overwhelmed. 

From  the  individual  patient's  point  of  view  there  will  be  no  change,  the  same 
general  practitioner  and  the  same  hospital  will  provide  the  same  services  which,  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  will  improve  with  greater  or  lesser  rapidity.  This  will  depend  on  how 
well  the  new  Regional  and  Area  Health  Authorities  and  the  District  Management  Teams 
identify,  analyse  and  measure  the  real  health  and  illhealth  needs  of  the  populations  that 
they  serve  and  how  firm  a stand  they  are  able  to  maintain  against  the  many  entrenched 
vested  interests. 

I do  not  see  the  proposed  Community  Health  Councils  as  simply  a sop  to  local 
democracy.  If  they  are  seen  in  this  li^t  they  will  easily  become  no  more  than  a 
source  of  irritation  instead  of  the  weU  of  initiative  that  is  their  potential. 

Members  will  be  aware  that  the  new  District  Council  is  required  to  nominate  a 
'proper  doctor'  whose  main  responsibility  will  be  to  advise  and  act  in  respect  of  the 
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control  of  the  spread  of  infectious  disease.  The  Local  Government  Act  1972  simply 
requires  that  this  'proper  doctor'  should  be  a registered  medical  practitioner.  With  or 
without  any  appropriate  amendment  to  the  National  Health  Service  Act  1973  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  all  District  Councils  will  choose  to  nominate  a doctor  with  appropriate  post 
graduate  experience  and  will  seek  the  advice  of  the  Area  Health  Authority  on  this  matter. 

As  we  stand  upon  the  brink  of  fundamental  changes  I warmly  commend  to  you  the 
opening  remarks  of  the  report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Vital  Statistics  and  Infectious  Disease 

The  pattern  of  statistics  for  the  district  does  not  show  any  remarkable  change. 

The  population  continues  to  increase.  The  main  causes  of  death  remain  ischaemic 
heart  disease  and  malignant  disease,  which  has  risen  to  its  highest  recorded  level. 

Very  little  infectious  disease  was  notified  in  1972. 

The  Environment 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  has  again  written  a most  excellent  report  which 
not  only  covers  all  the  environment's  circumstance  upon  which  I am  required  to  report 
but  also  contains  many  important  and  illuminating  comments. 

I have  already  referred,  in  the  main  text,  to  the  imperative  need  for  a properly 
staffed  and  adequately  enpowered  environmental  health  department  to  control  the  disposal 
of  the  potential  pollutants  which  are  the  waste  products  of  our  society. 

Without  wishing  in  any  way  to  belittle  any  of  the  many  duties  with  which  the  public 
health  inspectorate  are  charged  I would  imderline  that  from  the  point  of  view  of  safe- 
guarding the  health  of  individuals  and  the  community,  no  duty  exceeds  in  importance 
that  of  encouraging  higher  standards  of  food  handling  and  hygiene.  There  can  be  few 
of  us  who  have  not  at  times  wondered  how  some  of  our  fellow  road  users  managed  to 
satisfy  the  Ministry  of  Transport  examiner  but  we  are  prepared  to  allow  people  to 
handle  and  prepare  our  food  with  no  assurance  that  they  have  received  any  instruction 
at  all.  The  uncontrolled  motor  vehicle  stands  a fair  chance  of  meeting  an  immovable 
object  before  it  hits  us  but  the  uncontrolled  food  poisoning  organism  may  well  annormce 
its  arrival  with  a catastrophic  widespread  outbreak. 


This  is  the  last  report  that  I shall  submit  to  the  Cormcil  as  your  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  It  is  therefore  particularly  fitting  that  I should  thank  the  Chairman  and 
members  for  their  interest  and  support.  I also  wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  all  the 
staff  of  the  department  for  their  cheerful  attention  to  their  many  duties  and  to  say  that 
it  has  been  a particular  pleasure  to  work  with  Mr.  Gwynn  and  to  have  found  him  so 
absolutely  reliable.  The  Coimcil  are  indeed  fortunate  to  have  his  services  which  I 
hope  will  remain  available  to  the  New  District  Council  when  it  takes  responsibility  on 
1st  April  1974. 


I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

B.  W.  M.  Macartney. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 

(The  mid-year  home  population  is  used 
for  the  statistical  calculations) 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

136 

126 

262 

Illegitimate 

5 

4 

9 

141 

130 

271 

Birth  rate  per  thousand  estimated  popiilation 

17.5 

Birth  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1 . 01 ) 

17.7 

Birth  rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales) 

14.8 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

3 

2 

5 

Illegitimate 

1 

- 

1 

4 

2 

6 

Rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births 

22.0 

Rate  per  thousand  live  and-still  births  (England  and  Wales) 

12.0 

Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

82 

68 

150 

Death  rate  per  thousand  estimated  population 

9.7 

Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (0.  99) 

9.6 

Death  rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales) 

12.1 

Infant  mortality  (deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age) 
Infant  mortality  rate  (infant  deaths  under  one  year  per 

1 

2 

3 

thousand  live  births) 

11.0 

hifant  mortality  rate  (England  and  Wales) 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  (infant  deaths  under  four  weeks 

17.0 

per  thousand  live  births) 

11.0 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate  (infant  deaths  under  one 
week  per  thousand  live  births) 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  one 

7.0 

week  combined  per  thousand  live  and  still  births) 
Legitimate  infant  mortality  rate  per  thousand  legitimate 

29.0 

live  births 

11.0 

Illegitimate  infant  mortality  rate  per  thousand  illegitimate 

live  births 

Nil 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

Maternal  deaths  (deaths  ascribed  to  pregnancy,  child- 

3% 

birth  and  abortion) 

Nil 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births 

Nil 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages) 

44  (22) 

Deaths  from  ischaemic  heart  disease 

34  (35) 

(1971  figures  in  brackets) 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  1972 


Age  in  Years 

Acute 

Encephalitis 

Infective 

Hepatitis 

Measles 

Pulmonary 

T.B. 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Total 

Under  1 year 

1 

1 

1 - 

1 

1 

2-4 

2 

2 

4 

5-9 

1 

1 

1 

3 

10-14 

- 

15-24 

1 

1 

25  - 44 

1 

1 

45  - 64 

1 

1 

65  and  over 

- 

Age  Unknow 

- 

Totals 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

4 

12 

6 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  Cambridgeshire  and  Isle  of  Ely  County  Council 
under  section  111  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1933,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
the  Ely  Urban  District  Coimcil,  Ely  Rural  District  Council  and  Newmarket  Rural 
District  Council  is  combined  with  the  appointment  of  Senior  Medical  Officer  to  the 
Covinty  Council  by  securing  for  the  appointment  of  a full  time  Medical  Officer  from  1st 
September,  1968. 

Public  Health  Inspectors 

During  the  year  Mr.  Gwynn  continued  as  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  assisted  by 
Mr.  Shaw. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  are  made  by  the  Public  Analyst 
at  Cambridge.  The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cambridge,  undertake  bacteriological 
and  biological  examinations  of  milk  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  samples, 
and  all  necessary  examinations  in  cases  of  infectious  diseases. 

Hospitals 

The  District  is  served  by  hospitals  of  the  East  An^ian  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  sent  to  Cambridge  City 
Isolation  Hospital. 

The  R.A.F.  Hospital,  Ely,  renders  invaluable  service  to  this  Community. 
Ambulance  Service 

The  District  is  served  by  three  ambulances  and  one  sitting  case  vehicle  stationed 
at  Ely,  operated  by  Cambridgeshire  and  Isle  of  Ely  Coimty  Coimcil. 

Nursing  Services 

These  services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  - details  in  Appendix. 

The  Public  Health  (Infectious  Disease)  Regulations  1953  and  1968 

No  action  was  required  with  regard  to  the  "Carriers"  of  food  poisoning  infections. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948.  SECTION  31  (as  amended) 

Meals  on  Wheels 


A meals  on  wheels  service  is  provided  in  Haddenham,  Little  Downham,  Littleport, 
Stretham,  Sutton,  Wentworth,  Wilburton  and  Witcham  through  the  W.  R.  V.S.  and  other 
volimtary  organisations.  Our  thanks  are  due  to  all  those  persons  who  have  given  of 
their  time  to  make  this  possible. 

Sections  47  and  50 


No  action  was  required  vmder  either  of  these  Sections  during  the  year. 
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APPENDIX  A 


NURSING  SERVICES  FOR  ELY  RURAL  DISTRICT 

PROVIDED  BY  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


The  trend  of  nursing  is  towards  team  work  rather  than  nurses  working  on  individual 
districts.  Health  visitors  and  nurses  are  now  being  attached  wherever  possible  to 
general  practitioners  and  midwifery  is  being  undertaken  in  hospitals. 

Ante  Natal  Care 


At  home  and  at  surgeries  by  general  practitioners  and  midwives. 
Child  Health  Clinics 


Tuesday  Haddenham  2nd  and  4th  Commvinity  Centre 


Littleport  Weekly 


Health  Centre 


Sutton  4th 


Methodist 
Church  Hall 


2.  00  pm. 

G.  P.  attends 
4th  Tuesday 

2.00  pm. 

G.  P.  attends 

alternate 

Tuesday 

2.  00  pm. 
Extra  clinic 
2nd  Tuesday 
in  January, 
April,  July 
and  October 


Education  Classes 

Educational  classes  for  parents  and  others  are  arranged  as  required  by  midwives 
and  health  visitors. 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


D.  J.  Gwynn,  M.A.P.  H.I. 
Public  Health  Department, 
11  Lynn  Road, 

ELY, 

Cambs. 


Tel:  Ely  2894 
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COMMENT 


The  subject  matter  of  this  report  only  concerns  the  activities  of  the  Department 
during  1972.  While  the  whole  of  1973  will  still  see  the  normal  functioning  of  Ely 
R.D.C.,  and  its'  Public  Health  Department,  a report  along  existing  lines  is  unlikely  to 
be  presented.  This,  therefore,  seems  to  be  an  opportvine  time  to  point  to  past  achieve- 
ments, and  indulge  in  speculation  for  the  future. 

To  lay  emphasis  on  every  subject  in  which  the  Public  Health  Inspector  is  directly 
involved,  or  in  which  he  has  some  influence,  would  take  much  more  space  than  is 
available.  Progress,  albeit  slow  at  times,  has  been  made  in  many  areas  of  general 
environmental  services.  The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  is  an  obvious  choice  for 
comment.  From  a horse  and  cart  collection  on  a monthly  basis,  with  the  refuse  being 
crudely  tipped,  we  now  have  a weekly  collection  using  up-to-date  vehicles,  and  a con- 
trolled tipping  programme  of  almost  model  standards. 

Encouraged  by  grant  aid  many  older  houses  have  now  been  provided  with  modem 
sanitary  amenities  and  made  comfortably  fit  for  habitation.  As  a result  of  extensive 
sewer  laying,  cleaner  conditions  exist  in  the  dykes  and  drains  in  and  around  the 
various  parishes.  Where  no  sewer  can  be  made  available,  our  cesspool  emptying 
service  has  ensured  that  no  unnecessary  accumvilation  of  foul  waste  need  be  tolerated. 

In  reviewing  any  of  the  subjects  covered  by  this  report,  from  civic  amenities  to 
caravans,  factories  to  food  hygiene,  public  cleansing  to  pest  control,  I take  pride  in 
recording  the  improvements  which  have  been  achieved. 

The  work  of  the  P.  H.  I.  cannot  often  be  judged  in  finite  terms.  Usually  there  are 
no  specific  starts  or  endings  to  many  of  his  duties.  One  can  point  to  definite  subjects 
requiring  his  attention,  such  as  air  and  noise  pollution  but,  having  done  so,  the  fact 
has  to  be  acknowledged  that  variations  on  such  themes  are  almost  limitless  and  without 
end.  What  we  really  set  out  to  do  is  to  make  the  creators  of  nuisances  aware  of  their 
faults,  try  to  instil  in  them  a sense  of  responsibility  to  their  fellow  men,  and  hope,  in 
the  long  run,  to  eliminate  the  dangerous  elements  so  as  to  arrive  at  a reasonable 
balance  in  our  environment.  It  is  not  always  easy,  however,  to  be  an  arbitrator  in  a 
situation  where  opposing  parties  are  adamant  that  they  are  both  in  the  ri^t. 

hi  the  opening  paragraph  I referred  to  the  likelihood  of  this  report  being  the  last 
of  a series.  This,  of  course,  is  in  view  of  the  pending  re-organisation  due  to  take 
place  early  in  1974,  at  a time  when  the  1973  report  would  normally  be  in  course  of 
preparation.  Some  of  the  duties  on  which  comment  is  now  made  may  no  longer  be  the 
responsibility  of  the  new  Environmental  Health  Department.  Provided  this  is  not  as  a 
result  of  "change  for  the  sake  of  change”  there  can  be  no  strong  objection,  but  there 
are  boimd  to  be  differences  of  opinion  where  there  is  no  clear  demarcation  between  the 
functions  of  existing  sections. 

Public  cleansing,  in  its  widest  applications,  is  one  such  duty,  house  improvement 
is  another.  There  are,  to  some,  valid  reasons  for  transferring  these  to  technical  and 
housing  divisions.  My  own  feeling  is  that  both  subjects  contribute  in  no  small  way  to 
a healthy  environment  and,  as  such,  should  be  a direct  responsibility  of  the  Environ- 
mental Health  Department. 

The  approach  to  re-organisation  has,  of  necessity,  to  be  rushed.  The  sense  of 
urgency  which  has  been  created  may  be  beneficial,  but  there  are  also  dangers  of 
hurried  decisions  having  detrimental  long  term  effects  on  future  services.  We  all  face 
a big  upheaval,  one  that  will  change  the  pattern  of  Local  Government  and  affect  the 
lives  of  all  who  have  made  it  their  career.  I trust  that  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
will  long  be  allowed  to  offer  his  skills  and  experience  in  a way  that  will  give  maximum 
benefit  to  the  public  he  serves,  and  to  his  fellow  officers. 
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As  the  time  draws  near  for  a parting  of  the  ways,  I would  especially  thank 
Dr.  Macartney  for  his  advice,  guidance  and  encouragement  during  his  term  of  office 
as  our  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Again  my  thanks  to  my  immediate  support  team  of 
Mr.  Shaw  and  Mrs.  Main,  and  to  all  other  members  of  staff  who  willingly  assist  when 
their  individual  or  collective  help  is  sought.  Finally,  my  thanks  to  the  members  of 
the  Covmcil,  whom  I have  found  pleasure  in  serving,  and  being  associated  with,  for 
nearly  a decade. 


I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
D.J.  GWYNN 
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1.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Refuse  Collection 
Refuse  Disposal 
Sewage  Disposal 
Cesspool  Emptying 
Watercourses 

a)  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


As  a result  of  extensive  study,  the  services  employing  manual  staff  on  cleansing 
duties  were  re-organised  in  the  middle  of  February.  To  the  householders  it 
merely  meant  a change  from  dustbins  to  plastic  sacks.  Behind  the  scenes,  how- 
ever, it  was  a period  of  careful  planning,  anxious  moments  and  weeks  of  intense 
activity.  For  one  thing,  we  were  committed  to  the  withdrawal  of  a collection 
vehicle  and  a reduction  in  collection  staff  of  33.1/3%.  There  was  also  the 
problem  of  distributing  packs  of  sacks,  together  with  explanatory  leaflets,  to 
nearly  6,000  households  throughout  the  district.  Although  we  operate  on  a 
relatively  small  scale,  it  would  have  been  easy  to  have  witnessed  some  chaotic 
circumstances  if  our  preparations  had  been  less  than  perfect.  The  fact  that  all 
collections  were  made  on  time,  in  the  right  areas  and  without  a single  complaint 
about  the  service  speaks  volumes  for  the  efforts  made  by  all  concerned. 

In  the  event  we  have  been  praised  far  more  than  criticised  and  most  householders 
now  wonder  why  this  type  of  service  was  not  introduced  a long  time  ago. 

Disposal  arrangements  were  not  affected  by  these  changes.  The  main  tip  at 
Stretham,  opened  in  1966,  now  begins  to  show  signs  that  it  will  only  be  able  to 
accommodate  refuse,  at  present  tipping  rates,  until  the  projected  date  of  1981. 

As  yet  we  do  not  know  what  the  future  holds  in  this  respect,  although  disposal 
problems  seem  clearly  destined  for  the  new  County  Council.  Considerable  thought 
will  be  needed  to  ensure  the  smooth  cycle  of  collection/disposal  that  we  have 
enjoyed  to  the  present  time,  and  there  will  be  headaches  for  someone  in  co- 
ordinating these  services  from  back  door  to  final  disposal. 

b)  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

There  is  very  little  to  be  said,  at  this  stage,  as  all  major  schemes,  with  the 
exception  of  the  one  for  Wentworth,  which  includes  extensions  at  the  Sutton/Witcham 
Works,  have  been  completed.  There  are  a number  of  minor,  but  very  desirable, 
extensions  programmed  which  will  relieve  problems  on  the  fringe  of  Littleport  and 
other  Parishes.  Concern  has  been  shown  over  the  capacity  of  one  or  two  sewage 
disposal  works  following  intensive  estate  development.  Capacities,  considered 
adequate  until  the  early  1980's,  are  already  being  fully  utilised,  and  consideration 
must  soon  be  given  to  extending  some  works  if  overloading  and  consequent  lowering 
of  effluent  standards  is  to  be  avoided. 

The  subject  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  is  another  one  in  a state  of  flux,  and 
it  has  yet  to  be  made  clear  which  of  the  present  duties  will  remain  with  the 
district  Councils  and  which,  if  any,  are  to  be  transferred  to  Regional  Water 
Authorities. 

c)  CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 

The  basic  service,  provided  to  premises  not  served  by  main  sewers,  continued  as 
before.  As  a result  of  work  study,  some  variations  and  improvements  were  made 
in  ancillary  duties,  such  as  sewer  flushing  and  the  frequency  of  emptying  sludge 
pits  at  some  of  the  smaller  sewage  works. 
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It  was  also  found  possible  to  make  the  tanker  available  to  the  Urban  District 
Council  when  the  need  arose. 

It  is  appropriate  to  make  mention  of  the  driver  of  the  tanker,  and  his  approach 
to  his  work,  hi  these  days  of  labour  difficulties  and  industrial  unrest  it  is 
pleasant  to  record  that  Mr.  Levey's  attention  to  his  duties  is  first  class  and,  in 
like  manner  to  all  the  manual  labour  force,  receives  nothing  but  praise  for  his 
efforts. 

d)  WATERCOURSES 


This  Council  is  responsible  for  cleansing  and  routine  maintenance  of  over  1500 
chains  of  public  watercourses  and  sewer  dykes  scattered  throughout  the  district. 
On  the  introduction  of  the  incentive  bonus  scheme  it  was  felt  desirable  to  allocate 
extra  time  to  this  operation.  As  a result,  a better  programme  was  devised  and 
the  backlog  of  dykeing  work  has  been  reduced  considerably.  The  men  employed 
in  this  section  now  provide  the  reserve  labour  needed  to  supplement  refuse 
collection  during  holidays  and  at  times  of  absence  through  sickness. 
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2.  HOUSING 

General  Building  Programme 
Improvement  of  Private  Dwellings 
Slum  Clearance 


a)  GENERAL  BUILDING  PROGRAMME 

(i)  Council  Housing  Programme 
Permanent  Houses 

No.  of  dwellings  completed  during  1972  Nil 

No.  of  dwellings  under  construction  at  31. 12.72  32 

No.  of  dwellings  provided  under  the  Housing  Acts  to  31 .12.72  1787 

No.  of  pre-war  dwellings  improved  by  the  provision  of 

standard  amenities  during  1972  Nil 

No.  of  pre-war  dwellings  imder  improvement  at  31.12.72  Nil 

No.  of  pre-war  dwellings  improved  since  introduction  of  the 

scheme  in  1958.  658 


Temporary  Houses 

There  is  no  temporary  housing  accommodation  provided  by 
the  Council. 

(ii)  Private  Enterprise  Housing 
Permanent  Houses 


No.  of  dwellings  completed  during  1972  178 

No.  of  dwellings  under  construction  at  31.12.72  219 

No.  of  dwellings  completed  since  April  1945  1463 

(iii)  Subsidised  Agricultural  Housing 

No.  of  dwellings  completed  during  1972  Nil 

No.  of  dwellings  completed  since  April  1945  * 48 

No.  of  dwellings  completed  since  commencement  of  scheme 

in  1938  76 

(*  This  figure  is  included  in  the  1463  shown  at  (ii)  above). 


The  Council  house  building  programme  was  restarted  during  the  year,  although 
there  were  no  completions.  The  new  dwellings  would  consist  entirely  of  one  and 
two-bedroomed  bungalows  and  flats  for  housing  the  elderly.  In  particular,  the 
sixteen-unit  warden  controlled  development  at  Witchford  began  to  take  shape,  and 
this  will  add  to  the  four  similar  projects  already  established  at  Little  Downham, 
Haddenham,  Littleport  and  Sutton.  There  is  still  need  for  more  of  these  grouped 
schemes  and  it  is  anticipated  that  Stretham  and  Wilburton  will  have  this  benefit 
before  too  long. 
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Private  sector  building,  especially  of  large  estates,  continued  at  a high  level. 
Expansion  is,  no  doubt,  better  than  stagnation  but  carries  certain  problems  in  its 
wake.  Apart  from  the  risk  of  creating  a high  proportion  of  'dormitory'  accom- 
modation, it  has  been  found  that  populations  projected  for  1981  have  already  been 
reached  and  local  services,  particularly  sewerage  facilities,  are  being  overloaded 
as  a result.  Unless  the  crystall  ball  can  be  used  with  a little  more  accuracy 
there  is  an  inherent  risk  of  a breakdown  to  the  point  where  serious  pollution  could 
occur. 

b)  IMPROVEMENT  OF  PRIVATE  DWELLINGS 

Every  year  one  feels  that  the  improvement  of  older  houses  must  soon  reach  the 
stage  whereby  there  are  none  left  to  improve.  Once  again  that  impression  has 
been  confounded.  On  a national  level  we  are  given  to  understand  that  many  areas 
still  exist  in  which  large  scale  improvements  are  needed.  At  local  level  we  still 
find  numerous  instances  in  which  individual  houses,  while  not  being  vuifit,  are 
below  standard  and  suitable  subjects  for  improvement.  Discretionary  Grants  have 
overhauled  the  Standard  Grants  by  quite  a margin,  and  most  schemes  now  being 
tackled  are  of  a more  ambitious  and,  therefore,  more  costly  nature.  The  number 
of  completions  dropped  slightly  (52  in  1971  and  44  in  1972)  but  the  proportions 
changed  considerably.  There  were  31  Discretionary  Grants  (19  in  1971)  and  13 


Standard  Grants  (33  in  1971). 

The  following  table  gives  details: 

Discretionary  Grants 

No.  of  dwellings  improved  or  provided  during  1972  31 

Total  of  grants  paid  during  1 972  £21 , 129 

No.  of  dwellings  improved  since  1949  348 

Total  of  grants  paid  since  1949  £119,104 

Average  grant  per  dwelling  during  1972  £681 

Standard  Grants 

No.  of  dwellings  improved  during  1972  13 

Total  of  grants  paid  during  1972  £2,  884 

No.  of  dwellings  improved  since  1959  487 

Total  of  grants  paid  since  1959  £77,  865 

Average  grant  per  dwelling  during  1972  £222 

c)  SLUM  CLEARANCE 


Very  few  inhabited  properties  in  this  district  lack  the  basic  sanitary  facilities,  and 
only  a handful  of  totally  unfit  dwellings  remain  for  formal  action.  There  are  two 
reasons  for  this  satisfactory  state  of  affairs.  In  the  first  place,  a programme  of 
slum  clearance  has  been  steadily  implemented  and,  secondly,  grant  aided  improve- 
ments have  gone  a long  way  to  saving  properties  which  wovild  otherwise  have  been 
made  the  subject  of  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders. 

There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  a programme  of  slum  clearance  co-ordinated 
with  improvements,  and  linked  under  one  control,  is  the  only  satisfactory  way  of 
maintaining  sound  housing  stock  in  the  private  sector. 
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3.  FOOD  CONTROL 

List  of  Food  Premises 
Registered  Premises 
Food  Hygiene 
Meat  Inspection 
Poultry  Inspection 
Condemned  Food 


a)  LIST  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 


The  established  food  businesses  in  the  district  are  as  follows: 


GROCERS/GENERAL  PROVISIONS  39 

LICENSED  PREMISES  22 

BUTCHERS  13 

BAKERS  AND  CONFECTIONERS  6 

SWEET  AND  ICE  CREAM  SHOPS  6 

CAFES  3 

CANTEENS/SCHOOL  KITCHENS  16 

GREENGROCERS  3 

FACTORY  CANTEENS  2 

FRIED/WET  FISH  MERCHANTS  4 

POULTRY  SLAUGHTERHOUSES  2 

CONVALESCENT  HOME  CANTEEN  1 

CHEESE  FACTORY  1 

HONEY  BLENDER  1 

SLAUGHTERHOUSE  1 

TOTAL  120 


b)  REGISTERED  PREMISES 


There  are  75  premises  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream.  43  are 
actively  trading.  There  are  no  premises  used  for  the  manufacture  of  this  product. 

10  premises  are  registered  for  the  manvifacture  of  sausages  etc. 

c)  FOOD  HYGIENE 


The  importance  of  this  subject  cannot  be  over-emphasised.  The  implementation 
of  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  has  ensured  a slow,  but  certain,  improvement  in  the 
structural  conditions  of  food  premises  and  the  introduction  of  more  sophisticated 
and  hygienic  equipment.  The  regulations,  where  they  govern  structures  are  more 
easily  enforced  than  those  covering  personal  habits,  and  there  is  much  room  for 
many  improvements  in  this  particular  area  of  food  hygiene. 

Without  any  form  of  qualification  or  instruction,  any  person  can  be  engaged  in  the 
business  of  food  handling  from  manufacture  to  retail,  and  the  appalling  lack  of 
education  in  even  the  basic  principles  of  cleanliness  shows  up  too  often  for 
comfort.  There  are  still  far  too  many  bad  habits  to  be  highlighted  and  eliminated 
before  we  can  begin  to  give  praise  to  our  personal  food  handling  techniques. 

Much  of  the  blame  must  rest  with  the  owners  and  managers  of  food  premises,  be 
they  large  company  organisations  or  the  humble  village  shop,  for  a failure  to 
assess  the  quality  and  intelligence  of  the  employees,  for  failure  to  correct  those 
employees  when  they  do  not  follow  the  codes  of  good  food  handling,  and  for  failing 
to  explain  the  simple  reasons  why  food  should,  at  all  times,  be  stored,  prepared 
and  handled  in  safe  and  hygienic  ways. 
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From  the  many  little  grumbles  we  receive  about  mal-practices  at  the  retail 
counter  we  know  that  there  are  too  many  faults  in  our  present  system.  The 
customer  could  help  by  refusing  to  accept  food  which  has  been  seen  to  be  wrongly 
handled  but,  while  the  majority  are  apathetic  and  silent  on  this  subject  the  public 
health  inspector  will  continue  to  play  his  part  in  educating  and  enforcing  although 
the  odds  are  stacked  against  him. 

Many  arguments  have  raged  over  prior  registration  of  food  premises.  Perhaps 
a little  more  emphasis  could  be  made  of  the  arguments  in  favour  of  prior 
registration  - or  education  at  least  - of  food  handlers. 

It  is  for  the  very  reason  of  keeping  staff  on  their  toes  that  visits  to  food  premises 
are  so  important  and  need  to  be  as  frequent  as  possible.  In  this  district  over 
25%  of  one  inspectors  time  is  given  to  this  subject.  We  wish  it  could  be  more. 
This  is  not  a 'snooping'  operation,  it  is  a vital  part  of  our  public  health  work 
aimed  at  preventing  the  spread  of  food  borne  infection  and  the  risk  of  death  from 
food  poisoning. 

d)  MEAT  INSPECTION 

Slaughtering  takes  place  at  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  the  district.  The 
through-put  is  limited  and  the  inspection  of  all  carcases  and  offal  has  presented 
no  difficulty.  Standard  charges  are  levied  for  the  inspection  service. 

The  following  table  gives  details  for  the  year: 


e)  POULTRY  INSPECTION 

Poultry  slaughtering  takes  place  at  two  establishments  on  a regular  basis.  Total 
weekly  throughput  is  on  the  region  of  2,200  birds.  No  routine  inspection  service 
has  been  established. 
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No  estimation  has  been  made  of  the  additional  poultry  slaughtering  and  dressing 
which  takes  place  seasonally  on  farms,  smallholdings  and  other  premises. 

f)  CONDEMNED  FOOD 

25 lbs.  of  offal  was  condemned  at  the  slaughterhouse,  but  no  carcase  meat  was 
found  to  be  unfit. 

In  retail  premises  1 cwt.  of  carcase  meat  was  condemned  (bone  taint  in  imported 
beef),  and  67  lbs.  of  frozen  food  was  surrendered  as  a resiilt  of  breakdowns  in 
storage  cabinets. 

Destruction  of  all  unfit  food  was  carried  out  under  supervision  of  a public  health 
inspector. 
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4.  PLACES  OF  EMPLOYMENT 

Offices  and  Shops 
Factories 

a)  OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 


79  premises,  covered  by  the  provisions  of  the  O.S.R.  Act,  were  on  the  register 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  Two  of  these  had  been  registered  for  the  first  time 
during  1972.  Four  premises  ceased  to  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Act  during 
the  same  period. 

Visits  were  a little  lower  than  in  previous  years  but  still  at  a reasonable  level. 
As  57  of  the  registered  premises  are  retail  shops  a high  percentage  of  visits  are 
dual-purpose  overlapping  as  they  do  into  the  field  of  food  hygiene. 

Attention  had  to  be  drawn  to  contraventions  of  the  Act  on  only  three  occasions, 
these  being  in  respect  of  cleanliness,  washing  facilities,  and  obstructions  to 
passageways  and  staircases. 

One  non-fatal  accident  was  reported  and  was  not  considered  serious  enough  to 
warrant  full  investigation. 

b)  FACTORIES 


Particulars  required  by  Section  153(1)  of  the  1961  Act  are  shewn  in  the  following 
table; 


hispections  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health 
(all  made  by  public  health  inspectors) 


Nmnber 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  local 
authorities 

7 

2 

NU 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  local  authorities 

53 

23 

4 

Nil 

Totals 

60 

25 

4 

NU 

Factories  in  this  area  are  not  of  a large,  complex  type  and  do  not  present  serious 
problems.  Most  enforcement  matters  are  in  the  hands  of  H.  M.  Factory 
Inspectorate. 
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5.  OTHER  DISTRICT  SERVICES 

Caravan  Sites 
Petroleum  Regulations 
Rodent  and  Pest  Control 
Water  Supplies 
Miscellaneous  Matters 

a)  CARAVAN  SITES 

Within  the  terms  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  1960,  there 
were  27  licences  in  force  for  sites  in  the  district  during  1972. 

17  sites  were  occupied  by  single  residential  vans;  8 were  in  use  for  three  or 
more  vans;  and  2 in  use  for  limited  periods,  catering  for  tourists  and  fishermen. 

It  was  estimated  that  160  caravans  were  providing  permanent  living  quarters,  the 
majority  of  these  being  sited  at  Littleport  and  Witchford. 

An  extension  to  one  of  the  holiday  sites  at  Littleport  was  agreed  during  the  year 
and  resulted  in  24  extra  pitches  becoming  available.  The  owner  accepted  the 
conditions  normally  placed  on  permanent  residential  sites  as  it  was  acknowledged 
that  these  woidd  be  of  benefit  to  both  operator  and  visitor,  and  would  assist  in  the 
improvement  of  standards  generally.  It  is  not  before  time  that  higher  standards 
shoidd  be  imposed,  as  many  sites  in  this  countiy  lag  far  behind  the  superior 
conditions  which  prevail  on  Continental  sites. 

Proposals  were  received  for  a holiday  site  at  Witchford.  This  followed  a 
successful  appeal  against  a refusal  to  grant  planning  permission,  and  would  allow 
for  27  standings  to  accommodate  non -residential  and  transit  vans  from  March  1st 
to  October  31st  each  year. 

Formal  notice  was  served  on  the  operator  of  one  of  the  residential  sites  when 
several  contraventions  of  licencing  conditions  had  been  noted.  The  outcome  of 
this  action  was  that  two  vans  were  removed  for  destruction,  the  entire  drainage, 
water  and  electrical  services  were  re-laid,  and  a number  of  other  improvements 
took  place.  New  toilet  blocks  were  provided  and  all  vans  were  overhauled  and 
repaired  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council. 

b)  PETROLEUM  REGULATIONS 


All  storage  installations  were  licensed  and  electrical  test  certificates  were 
required  from  licencees  where  appropriate.  This  requirement,  only  recently 
enforced  throughout  the  district  had  brought  to  light  a nvimber  of  faults,  but  these 
were  rectified  very  quickly  to  ensure  the  highest  possible  safety  standards. 

It  is  now  clear  that  duties  associated  with  petroleum  storage  and  licencing  will 
pass  to  the  new  County  authority  when  the  new  district  councils  come  into  operation 
in  1974. 

c)  RODENT  AND  PEST  CONTROL 

Once  again  I am  pleased  to  record  that  the  rodent  population  of  this  area  has  been 
effectively  kept  in  check,  and  we  have  had  no  recourse  to  a 'Pied  Piper'. 

Complaints  of  rat  infestations  remained  fairly  steady,  but  there  was  an  increase 
in  those  concerning  mice.  Treatment  of  such  infestations  has  not  always  proved 
a simple  matter.  Many  householders  seem  confident  to  deal  with  the  odd  mouse 
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or  two,  whereas  they  are  reluctant  to  tackle  rats.  The  outcome  of  this  is  that 
weak,  or  insufficient,  baits  are  used  and  a resistance  builds  up  in  the  mice 
allowing  the  Infestation  to  Increase.  It  is  only  when  that  stage  has  been  reached 
that  our  help  is  called  for,  and  the  householder  wonders  why  we  show  more  than 
a little  concern  at  the  size  of  the  problem.  Warfarin  usually  proves  ineffective 
at  times  like  this,  and  we  have  had  to  revert  to  alternatives  and,  sometimes, 
more  acute  forms  of  poison. 

The  rodent  operators  duties  were  the  subject  of  assessment  by  the  Work  Study 
Officers,  and  an  interim  productivity  deal  was  operated  for  most  of  the  year. 

The  ntimber  of  complaints,  visits  and  treatments  were  as  follows: 


Rats  and  Mice 

Complaints  received 

229 

Inspections: 

Dwelling  Houses 

319  * 

Business  Premises 

68  * 

Treatments: 

Dwelling  Houses 

288  * 

Business  Premises 

26  * 

Visits  and  treatments: 

Refuse  Tips 

95 

Sewage  Plants 

81 

Watercourses 

54 

Other  Pests 

Complaints  received 

41 

Inspections : 

Dwelling  Houses 

42  * 

Treatments: 

Dwelling  Houses 

43  * 

Visits  and  treatments: 

Refuse  Tips 

9 

(*  These  figures  include  'Follow-up'  visits) 
d)  WATER  SUPPLIES 

(The  following  information  has  been  extracted  from  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Engineer  to  the  Ely,  Mtldenhall  and  Newmarket  Water  Board.  I an  indebted  to 
F.W.  Sanders,  Esq.,  for  this  facility). 

Water  is  supplied  to  all  parts  of  the  district  by  the  Ely,  Mildenhall  and 
Newmarket  Water  Board. 

The  Ely  R.  D.C.  was  represented  on  the  Board  by  Councillors  C.B.  Darby, 

J.W.  Hudson  and  C.H.  Martin,  M.A. 

The  Ely  supply  zone  is  served  by  the  borehole  at  Beck  Row.  The  level  of  the 
ground  water  at  this  source  responded  well  to  the  above-average  rainfall  of  the 
previous  autumn  and,  although  this  year's  rainfall  was  about  15%  below  average, 
and  the  daily  abstraction  had  increased  by  91 , 000  gls/day,  the  fall  in  the  water 
level  over  the  year  appears  to  be  normal. 
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The  Board  has  come  to  an  arrangement  with  the  North  West  Norfolk  Water  Board 
to  share  the  services  of  their  chemist  and  laboratory  facilities  at  Stoke  Ferry. 
During  the  year  109  complaints  of  taste,  odour  or  discolouration  were  received 
and  investigated.  These  were  generally  minor  complaints  of  taste  associated  with 
chlorination,  and  discolouration  due  to  the  disturbance  of  rust  in  the  supply  pipes. 
However,  a number  of  complaints  persisted  in  the  area  supplied  from  the  Littleport 
tower,  but  these  cleared  up  after  the  supply  had  been  treated  with  an  0.  OSp.p.m. 
solution  of  ammonium  sulphate  at  the  Beck  Row  pumping  station  for  four  weeks. 

Bacteriological  samples  are  taken  each  month,  and  chemical  samples  at  six- 
monthly  intervals,  from  each  source. 

e)  MISCELLANEOUS  MATTERS 


Routine  duties,  not  requiring  special  mention,  were  carried  out  in  connection  with 
the  following  subjects: 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

CIVIC  AMENITIES 

CLEAN  Am  ACT 

GAME  DEALERS 

NOISE  ABATEMENT 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT 

SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS 

SCHOOLS  INSPECTIONS 

STREET  NAMING  AND  NUMBERING 

SWIMMING  POOLS 

WATER  SAFETY 
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6.  GENEBAL  DISTRICT  INSPECTION 


Details  of  all  visits  made  during  1972  are  as  follows: 


HOUSING 

Routine  inspections 

81 

Improvement  grants 

179 

Woiks  of  demolition 

10 

Clearance  Programme 

70 

340 


PUBLIC  HEALTH 

Private  drainage/cesspools 
Sewer  dykes/watercourses 
Cleansing  services 
Animal  nuisances 
Pest  control 
Water  supplies 


84 

49 

427 

3 

182 

13  758 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

Bakers/ Confectioners 
Butchers 
Cafes/Canteens 
Fish  traders 

Grocers/General  provisions 
Greengrocers 
Licensed  premises 
Mobile  food  shops 
Slaughterhouses 
Vegetable  washing  plants 
Food  manufacturers 


10 

15 

34 

18 

55 

3 

26 

39 

45 

12 

10  267 


CARAVANS 

Licensed  sites 
Itinerant  sites 


54 

21  75 


CIVIC  AMENITIES 

Abandoned  vehicles  55 

Rubbish  dumps  28  83 


FACTORIES 

General  25  25 


OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 

Routine  inspections 
Registration  queries 


60 

4 64 


mFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Private  houses  3 3 


OTHER  VISITS 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  6 

Pet  Animals  Act  5 

Petroleum  Regulations  38 

Street  naming  and  munbering  34 

Noise  Abatement  18 

Swimming  pools /water  safety  36 

Clean  Air  3 

Food  complaints  7 

Sundry  items  1 1 


Total  inspections 


1773 
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